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Use of antibiotics in (equine) surgical cases 
 

 
CLEAN: Non-traumatic, uninfected. No break in aseptic technique, no inflammation. Elective, closed primarily and no drain used. 

CLEAN-CONTAMINATED: Controlled entering of a hollow muscular viscus, minor break in aseptic technique. 

CONTAMINATED: Open, fresh traumatic wound. Incision into a site with acute, non-purulent inflammation. Major break in aseptic technique. 

DIRTY: Pus encountered during surgery. Perforated viscus found. Traumatic wound with devitalised dissue, foreign material or faecal contamination, or of 
more than 4 hour duration.  

 

 

 

Penicillin & Gentamycin 
perioperatively      

(≤24 hours)   

Yes 

No 

Yes No 

CLEAN-CONTAMINATED SURGERY 

Is there an implant? 

Yes 

No 

Is there a breach of 
asepsis? 

RISK INDEX FOR SURGICAL INFECTION 

CLEAN SURGERY CONTAMINATED SURGERY DIRTY SURGERY 

No antibiotics   

Was the GIT opened? 

Yes No 

Is it a traumatic 
wound? 

Debride and 
lavage   

Sample and perform 
culture & susceptibility  

Start Penicillin & 
Gentamycin until C&S 

results available 

Penicillin & Gentamycin 
perioperatively       

(≤72 hours)   

Penicillin & Gentamycin 
perioperatively       

(≤24 hours)   

Penicillin & Gentamycin 
perioperatively      

(≤24 hours)   

Gross contamination 
present 

Penicillin & Gentamycin 
perioperatively ≥72 

hours – to resolution of 
clinical signs   

Sample ≤24 hours to 
guide antibiotic 

selection at 72 hours 

See guidelines for 
therapeutic use   


